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his European and native creditors/ The value of this
expression of regret, as evidence in the case, deserves to
be carefully weighed, and should be looked at in its true
light.
" They could use it only in consequence of their sop-
posing that the European creditors did not receive more
than their due, and that the claims of the native cre-
ditors rested on the same grounds with those of the
Europeans.
" If the European creditors had received more than
they ought to have received, there was no room for just
regret that the native creditors received less; there was
rather cause for satisfaction, that a second act of extor-
tion on the Vizier had not been perpetrated.
" Also, if the claims of the native creditors rested on
a foundation in any respect different from that of the
European creditors, there was no room for drawing a
parallel between them; and the native creditors, though
they got less than the European, in proportion to their
demands, might have got as much, or more, in proportion
to their due.
" Now, it is a question which not only may fairly be
asked, but which it is indispensable to ask, how the re-
sident and governor-general could have knowledge of
either of these facts; either that the Europeans had not
received a payment far beyond an equivalent for the
loans they had made to the Vizier, or that the demands
of the native creditors did not bear a still more extra-
vagant disproportion to the sums they had advanced?
They had performed no investigation into the claims;
they had not entertained a thought of tracing them to
their source, and ascertaining with accuracy the circum-
stances in which they had originated, though they were
not ignorant of the rapid process by which they had been
swelled.
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